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Veterans Tx. Court

ÅA specialized criminal court docket

ÅEstablished to address the needs of veteran-
defendants with substance dependency and/or 
mental illness issues 

ÅFor non-violent felony or misdemeanor 
offenses

ÅSubstitution of treatment problem solving 
model for traditional court processing



Participants

ÅVeterans or family members

ÅLegal defense team & Prosecutor

ÅCourt staff

ÅVeteran health care professionals

ÅVeteran peer mentors

ÅAOD health care professionals

ÅMental health professional

ÅVA benefit coordinators



Unique Components

ÅCourt entirely of Veterans

ÅIn Court: Veterans Health Care Worker(s)

ÅVeteran Mentors

ÅTherapeutic Environment

ÅHybrid Drug & Mental Health Court



V.A. Health Care Worker

ÅTamekia Slaughter, (SATS) Substance 

Abuse Counselor. Tel # 716-862-3100

ÅLiaison

ÅObtaining VA Releases of Information

ÅFacilitating VA linkages for services

ÅCoordinating and providing VA status report 

regarding Tx, toxs, appointments, etc.

ÅCase management & crisis management



FEDERAL OFFICE OF 

VETERANS BENEFIT AFFAIRS 

ÅSteven Doherty and Timothy Dowell, 

Veteran Service Representatives

ÅLiaison

ÅObtaining VA Releases of Information

ÅFacilitate processing or review of  Pension 

Disability Benefits  

ÅProcess review of potential errors or 

corrections on veterans DD214



Challenge
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